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Why School Choice Matters

America's K-12 education system is a government-run monopoly in which most students are assigned to
schools based on where they live rather than the educational environment that best meets their needs.
While states spend billions of taxpayer dollars on public education each year, student outcomes have not
kept pace. The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) continues to show troubling
declines in reading and mathematics proficiency.

The consequences are greatest for students from disadvantaged backgrounds. Families with financial
means often have the flexibility to move, pay private school tuition, or pursue other educational options.
Lower-income families frequently lack those same opportunities, leaving many children assigned to
schools that are not meeting their needs and limiting their long-term educational and economic
prospects.

Universal Education Savings Accounts (ESAs) give families the freedom to direct a portion of their child's
education funding toward the learning environment that works best for them. Whether they choose a
public, charter, private, homeschool, or other approved educational option, ESAs shift decision-making
from bureaucracies to parents, allowing education to be tailored to each student's unique needs.

When families have meaningful educational choices, students are more likely to find learning
environments where they can thrive academically, develop their talents, and prepare for productive lives.
Expanding educational freedom not only benefits individual students but also encourages innovation,
accountability, and excellence across the entire education system, strengthening communities and
creating greater opportunities for future generations.

Expand School Choice

Education Savings Accounts (ESAs) put families in the driver's seat. Rather than being assigned to a
school based on their ZIP code, parents can choose the educational environment that best fits their
child's unique needs, learning style, and family values. By allowing education funding to follow students
instead of institutions, ESAs expand opportunity, encourage innovation, and create greater accountability
throughout the education system.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

» Establish Universal Education Savings Accounts: Create an ESA program that allows K-12 education
funding to follow students rather than school systems, giving every family the freedom to choose the
educational option that works best for their child.

» Make Every Student Eligible: Universal school choice means every student can participate regardless
of income, geography, or previous school enroliment. Eligibility should not be limited to select groups
or phased in over many years.

« Empower Parents with Flexible Spending: Allow families to use ESA funds for approved educational
expenses, including private school tuition, homeschooling, tutoring, therapies, curriculum, online
courses, dual enroliment, educational technology, transportation, and other qualified services.

« Ensure Funding Follows the Student: ESA awards should reflect the average state funding allocated
for each public school student, ensuring resources support students wherever they receive their
education rather than remaining with the school they leave.

NORTH STAR GOAL:

Universal Education Savings Accounts should be available to every K-12 student.




Ensure Taxpayer Dollars Are Used Effectively

Too often, taxpayer dollars remain tied to institutions regardless of whether they deliver the best
educational outcomes. Education Savings Accounts (ESAs) help ensure public funds are used more
effectively by allowing resources to follow students to the learning environment that best meets their
needs. This creates stronger incentives for schools to serve families well while encouraging greater
efficiency and accountability across the education system.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

» Fund Education from Single Pool: Government schools are funded based on the number of students.
But when students leave, many schools still hold onto part of the funding—even though they’re no
longer responsible for educating those children. When a child leaves the system, the money should go
with them.

» Direct Dollars to Classrooms: Over time, many school systems have added administrative and non-
instructional positions at a faster rate than classroom teachers. States should review education
spending to ensure a greater share of taxpayer dollars supports direct instruction, student services,
and high-quality teaching.

« Improve Teacher Wages and Opportunities: Public schools often control most teacher employment
opportunities and wages. Expanding educational options gives talented teachers more career
opportunities while encouraging schools to compete for excellent educators through better
compensation, stronger professional support, and innovative teaching models. Studies show that
introducing competition could raise teacher salaries by up to $28,000 annually, benefiting educators
and students.

NORTH STAR GOAL:

Ensure government spending on education is targeted and impactful.

Restore Education to the States

Education is best governed as close to students and families as possible.Parents, teachers, local
communities, and state leaders are better positioned than federal bureaucrats to understand the unique
needs of their students.

It's time to end the federal Department of Education and return authority to the states. Local control is
where real innovation happens. States can learn from one another, adopt successful reforms, and build
education systems that best serve their own communities.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

« Return Education Authority to the States: Congress should continue devolving K-12 education
responsibilities to the states by reducing federal mandates, consolidating programs where
appropriate, and ultimately eliminating the U.S. Department of Education.

« Expand State-Led Innovation: When states are free to design their own systems, they can respond
to local needs, test bold ideas, and compete for families and businesses. More than 30 states already
have some form of school choice, but a few have shown what's possible with universal programs.

» Leverage Federal Tax-Credit Scholarships: The Educational Choice for Children Act (ECCA),
enacted as part of the One Big Beautiful Bill, establishes the nation's first federal tax-credit
scholarship program as part of the tax code aimed at expanding education opportunities and K-12
education funding for American families.

NORTH STAR GOAL:

End the U.S. Department of Education. e




Enhance Competition

Competition is one of the most powerful drivers of improvement. When families have meaningful
educational choices, schools must earn their trust by providing a high-quality education. Rather than
relying on regulations alone to improve outcomes, educational freedom creates incentives for schools to
innovate, specialize, and better serve students.

A diverse education marketplace—including public, charter, private, homeschool, microschool, virtual,
and hybrid options—allows families to choose environments that best meet their children's needs while
encouraging continuous improvement across the entire education system.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

« Prioritize Flexibility and Adaptability: Allow families to select programs that align with their values and
their children’s unique learning requirements, such as advanced STEM opportunities, arts-based
curricula, or tailored support for students with special needs.

» Tailor Solutions to Needs: States have created solutions that meet diverse educational needs. For
example, Indiana implemented robust tax-credit scholarship programs, enabling low-income families to
access private education; while Utah’s emphasis on online learning ensures that students in remote
areas receive a quality education.

« Allow ESAs to Fund Educational Services: Vouchers should let families pay for approved educational
services such as tutoring, online courses, dual enroliment, educational technology, and specialized
therapies. This helps parents create a customized education plan that addresses their child’s unique
needs.

« Allow Open Enroliment: States should adopt programs that allow families to enroll their children in
public schools outside their assigned attendance zones whenever capacity exists, giving more
students access to high-performing public schools.

« Encourage Educational Innovation: Rather than imposing a single national model, states should
continue experimenting with different education reforms and learn from one another. Successful
policies can then be adapted and expanded across the country while preserving flexibility for local
needs.

« Promote Specialized Learning Opportunities: Families should have access to schools and programs
that emphasize different educational approaches, such as STEM, career and technical education,
classical education, performing arts, language immersion, or specialized services for students with
disabilities.

NORTH STAR GOAL:

Promote competition and innovation in the education system.

The Action Imperative

Public support for school choice is decisive. A recent EdChoice survey found that 76 percent of
Americans favor ESAs, while 78 percent of parents support school vouchers. This widespread approval
spans racial, economic, and political lines.

By acting now, states can:
« Improve educational outcomes for students
» Empower parents to best meet their child's educational needs
« Uplift low-income students by expanding options
» Make more effective use of taxpayer dollars
» Create greater opportunities and wages for teachers
» Encourage innovation and healthy competition across the education system.




Policy Playbook: A Menu of Options

Expand School
Choice

Ensure Taxpayer
Dollars Are Used
Effectively

Restore Education
to the States

Enhance
Competition

Make Universal
Education Savings
Accounts available to
every K-12 student.

Ensure government
spending on
education is targeted
and impactful.

End the U.S.
Department of
Education.

Promote competition
and innovation in the
education system.

Establish universal ESAs
and ensure funding
follows the student.

ESAs should help ensure
education is funded from
a single pool where tax
dollars follow students;
spending is focused on
the classroom rather than
inflating administrative
and non-instructional
positions; and teachers
have higher wages and
greater opportunity.

Return education
authority to the states;
expand state-led
innovation; and leverage
federal tax-credit
scholarships.

Allow families to select
programs, services, and
schools that align with
their values and their
children’s unique learning
requirements; allow
families to enroll their
children in public schools
outside their assigned
zones; encourage
educational innovation;
and promote specialized
learning opportunities.

About Vance Ginn, Ph.D.

| served as Chief Economist at the White House Office of Management and Budget during the first Trump
administration, where | helped design pro-growth fiscal and regulatory reforms. I'm the founder and president of
Ginn Economic Consulting, staff economist at Americans for Tax Reform, and host of the Let People Prosper

podcast.

Put families in the driver's seat to choose
the best educational environment to fit
their child's unique needs, learning style,
and family values. This will expand
opportunity, encourage innovation, and
create greater accountability throughout
the education system.

ESAs help ensure public funds are used
more effectively by allowing resources to
follow students to the learning
environment that best meets their needs,
create strong incentives while encouraging
greater efficiency and accountability
across the education system.

Ending the federal Department of
Education and returns authority to the
states, and closer to students and families.
Local control is where real innovation
happens.

A diverse education marketplace lets
families choose environments that best
meet their children's needs while
encouraging continuous improvement
across the entire education system.

I've witnessed how universal school choice empowers families, benefits students, and effectively uses tax dollars.
For more on school choice, check out my report with Jenny Clark Educational Freedom: A Path to Innovation
and Excellence at Club for Growth Foundation.

Stay Connected

« Visit my website vanceginn.com.
« Subscribe to my newsletter vanceginn.substack.com.

» Tune into my podcast, Let People Prosper, where | simplify complex issues and highlight real-world

solutions.



http://vanceginn.com/
http://vanceginn.substack.com/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/let-people-prosper/id1639806532
https://clubforgrowthfoundation.org/policy-reports/educational-freedom-a-path-to-innovation-and-excellence/
https://clubforgrowthfoundation.org/policy-reports/educational-freedom-a-path-to-innovation-and-excellence/
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