Overview of 2018-19 Texas Government Budget: Avoiding Smoke & Mirrors
Here is the reported all-funds Texas budget in the LBB Summary Report for CCR SB 1:

Of course, those reported amounts compare apples (2018-19 appropriations)-to-oranges (2016-17
estimated/budgeted).
To correctly compare apples-to-apples, and avoid smoke and mirrors, the following table shows
the amounts that TPPF considers, which appropriately includes the $1.8 billion delay in Prop 7
transportation payment that should be funded in the 2019 supplemental bill (at least one
component of that supplemental which will also very likely include an amount for Medicaid):

Given these amounts, the following table provides a breakdown of how CCR SB 1 compares
with the Conservative Texas Budget. Initially, our press release noted that the Legislature took a
step toward passing a Conservative Texas Budget as they were within a few million dollars
($45.3 million), but with Governor Abbott’s vetoes of $120 million in funds, the budget is now
under the CTB at this stage (TPPF press release):

Of course, a Conservative Texas Budget must be achieved at each stage of the budget process.
Above is a comparison of stage one with appropriations-to-appropriations, but we will next do
this in stage two with GAA+Supplemental-to-GAA+Supplemental, which is what HB 2 this
session did to achieve that step for the 2016-17 Conservative Texas Budget. Finally, stage three
will be a comparison of expended-to-expended, which we won’t be able to examine until later
this year or possibly early next year).
The following table includes HB 2 (2016-17 GAA+Supplemental) and increases it by pop+inf of
4.5 percent providing how much the 86th Legislature will have available to appropriate in a
supplemental to achieve a 2018-19 Conservative Texas Budget. This amount is $2.79 billion in
all funds, which the $1.8 billion to transportation is already included, that would be available for
a potential Medicaid shortfall and other underfunded amounts:

Overall, the 2018-19 budget is a valuable step in the right direction to passing a Conservative
Texas Budget.
When you look at the appropriations in the first table above as reported by the LBB, the
Legislature may argue that the footprint of government (all funds) increased by only $359.4
million, or 0.2 percent, instead of the actual increase in appropriations of $9.54 billion, or 4.52
percent. However, with the work that they did throughout the budget process, there is a clear
indication that they were at least trying to match our Conservative Texas Budget criteria.
They were $45.3 million above when including the alternative funding mechanism of the Prop 7
funds, so it was not quite a Conservative Texas Budget, but after Gov. Abbott’s vetoes, the
budget was $75.3 million below the CTB. This valuable step provides room for what could be a
historic second consecutive Conservative Texas Budget.
Texans must not become complacent because the Legislature will be diligent in their desire to
grow government. But with fiscally conservative folks like you, we can strengthen the Texas
model so that Texans have more opportunities to prosper, D.C. and other states have an example
to follow, and the rest of the world has evidence that liberty, free enterprise, and personal
responsibility—the pillars with which the Texas Public Policy Foundation rests—works.

